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Freedom = truth

The right to truth 

is the fundamental 

human right
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

In Latin civilization 

the human right to truth is petrified in the laws proclaimed by governments as the

citizens` law to information.

It is the prerequisite 

of freedom and democracy

The citizens` right to

· true, 

· verifiable, 

· understandable, 

· accurate, 

· relevant, 

· pertinent, 

· timely, 

· available 

· practically accessible 

information. 

 Integrity of rights and duties 

Governments, businesses and individuals are obliged to respect the citizens` law to information by providing them all necessary information 

Production or dissemination of information, which does not meet social requirements of quality and quantity is the 

violation of human right to truth and the citizens` right to information

Social functions of information

1. Representation of real world 

2. Formation of social resources of knowledge

3. Decision support

4. Control of economic, social, technical objects and processes 

5. Consumption function
Economic functions of information 

· Economic resources

· Public goods

· Means of production

· Products: goods, services
· Commodities of trade

· Consumption goods

· Infrastructure of society and economy
Human right truth

and citizens` right

to information

vs.

human right to privacy and citizens` right to 

confidentiality
Roles of statistics in

· information society 

· information economy

· "new economy"

· Formula - driven decision making

· Formula - driven policy

· Statistics - based governments  

· Statistics - based research

· Statistics - based marketing

· Statistics - based business 

· Statistics - based finances

· Statistics - based technology

· Statistics - based politics

Who are statisticians ?

· Scientists developing theory and methodology of statistics

· Experts developing methods of measurements for specific disciplines 

· Experts conducting surveys on their disciplines: economics, politics, medicine, markets

· Teachers of statistics 

· People and systems disseminating statistics: information services, journalists

· IT experts involved in statistical processes

· Respondents and providers of source data 

· Official statisticians

You can be a statistician too !

You are a statistician - at least from time to time !
The Declaration of the 

International Statistical Institute 

on Professional Ethics

Amsterdam 1985
ISI COPE - Seoul 2001 

Canberra 2005

***

United Nations 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics

 Resolution of the UN ECE 

Geneva 1992

Statement of the UN 

Statistical Commission 

New York 1994

Statistical minmax principle 
minimum information 

from individuals 

- maximum information

for society.

I. Trust based on scientific  professionalism: statistics is science - statisticians are scientists  

II. Impartiality of surveys, methods and interpretation of results

III. Transparency of methodologies - integrity of data and metadata
IV. Extension of surveys and analyses for the benefit of society

V. Forecasting all effects for society and conflicts of interests - refuse 

VI. Statistical "Ockham`s razor"- avoid excessive inquisitiveness 

VII. Minimization of burdens for respondents - use administrative sources and IT
VIII. Access to any sources of data 

IX.  Statistical confidentiality 

X. Dissemination of results of surveys 

XI. Impartial evaluation of methods and results available for users and colleagues

XII. Reaction on any misuse of statistics - misuse of methods, data, interpretation, technologies
XIII. Sharing experiences with other statisticians and statistical institutes 

XIV. Teaching users statistical language is necessary for proper use of information and for trust to statistics

XV. Principles of statistical ethics should be obeyed by all professions using statistics and statistical methods

Some concluding remarks

In any information activity the rules of ethics and law are complementary. In information society the role of ethics is growing, while the role of law is weakening

Acceptance and observance of codes of conduct by all "actors" in "informational professions" and activities is the prerequisite of freedom, democracy and human rights

The compliance of ethical rules in statistical activities on local, national and international level is the prerequisite of social and economic order in democratic states and open market - driven economies

if not  

goto

George Orwell

"1984"

(global "Ministry of Truth")

Is it inevitable ?
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