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Abstract

Japanese population in 2004 was 127 million and it is expected to reach to the plateau in 2006 and will then gradually decrease. In 2005, there are 709 universities in which 167 are public and 542 are private universities.  Public universities consist of 87 national (federal) and 80 local governmental (City or Prefectural) universities. The numbers of students in 2004 were 746 thousand in public and 2,062 thousand in private universities. There are also 244 thousand students in the postgraduate school in universities.

 Few examples of national universities such as Tokyo University and private universities such as Waseda University, and our medical university are introduced. In 2004, 11.7 billion US dollars were given to 87 national universities from the government, while 3.1 billion US dollars to 542 private universities.

 The annual budget in 2004 of Tokyo University (a largest public university) was 1.46 billion US dollars, on the other hand, that of Waseda University (one of the large private universities) was 0.86 billion US dollars. The government fully supports national universities financially and partially supports local governmental and private universities. In 2004, there were 284,000 researchers of whom 131,100 were working in national, 22,000 were in local governmental and 131,300 were in private universities. The total budget for research in 2003 was 310 billion US dollars in the U.S.A., and 168 billion in Japan.

 The tuition of universities is less in public compared with private universities, and therefore the entrance examination to public university is generally quite competitive. The standard levels of education in top-level private universities are, however, quite high, and many excellent students are also studying in private universities.

 The Japanese government has recently made a historical reform in 2004 that all national universities will be gradually transformed to financially independent universities from the governmental support and regulation, that is to become same universities as the current private universities. There is no traditional national university in Japan now, and the governmental support will decrease gradually in the coming years.
Japanese population in 2004 was 127 million and it is expected to reach to the plateau in 2006 and will then gradually decrease. The numbers of schools and students are shown in a table. In 2004, there were 23420 primary schools and 7200 thousand students. There were 5429 senior high schools and 3914 thousand students. There were 709 universities and 2809 thousand students. In 2005, there are 709 universities in which 167 are public and 542 are private universities.

Public universities consist of 87 national (federal) and 80 local governmental (City or Prefectural) universities. The numbers of students in 2004 were 746 thousand in public and 2,062 thousand in private universities. There are also 244 thousand students in the postgraduate school in universities. In 2004, there were 117,302 students from foreign countries in universities and 29,514 students in post-graduate course. There were 41,347 undergraduate students from foreign countries and 12,249 post-graduate students in 1990.  The number of foreign students in Japanese universities was increasing 3 times more in 14 years. The numbers of foreign post-graduate course students studying in various faculties are illustrated in the table. One third of foreign students are studying in the field of technology, and second in social science and health science.

Few examples of national universities such as Tokyo University and private universities such as Waseda University, and our medical university are introduced. As one example of national university, University of Tokyo is introduced. Tokyo University was established in 1877 and it has become one of the most prestigious universities in Japan. It has 10 faculties such as faculty of law, economics, literature, technology, science and medicine etc. It has 16 institutes such as Institute of Health Science, Astronomical observatory and so on. There are 15 thousand undergraduate students and 13 thousand post-graduate students. 

The picture shows the University hospital of the Tokyo University in Tokyo. 

As an example of private universities, Waseda University is introduced. Waseda University is a one of the oldest and prestigious private university in Japan. It was established in 1882 and has 10 faculties such as faculty of law, economics, science and technology etc. It has 45 thousand undergraduate and 7 thousand post-graduate course students.

I would like to introduce our medical university. Tokyo Women’s Medical University was established in 1900 by a lady doctor. She wanted to elevate the social status of women and she thought that the job of doctor is suitable for women to get financial independence from men at the very feudalistic age a century ago. This school is small medical school but it has large hospital capacities in Japan. It has 2 faculties of medicine and nursing. It has 600 medical students and 360 nursing students. There are also about 200 post-graduate students. There are all female students in the undergraduate school but post-graduate school is open to both sexes. Our university has 2 campuses and 5 affiliated hospitals. It has about 1200 doctors and 2000 beds in the hospitals. In the outpatient clinic approximately 7000 patients are managed in a day. The total annual budget is approximately 0.9 billion US dollars.

The picture shows a outpatient clinic building of Tokyo Women’s Medical University.

 Government is supporting education both to public and private schools.

 In 2004, 11.7 billion US dollars were given to 87 national universities from the government, while 3.1 billion US dollars to 542 private universities.

   The annual budget in 2004 of Tokyo University (a largest public university) was 1.46 billion US dollars, on the other hand, that of Waseda University (one of the large private universities) was 0.86 billion US dollars. The government fully supports national universities financially and partially supports local governmental and private universities.  In 2004, there were 284,000 researchers in which 131,100 were working in national, 22,000 were in local governmental and 131,300 were in private universities. The total budget for research in 2003 was 310 billion US dollars in the U.S.A., 210 billion in EU, and 168 billion in Japan. The ratio of research budget to GDP was 2.6% in the U.S.A., 1.99% in EU, and 3.35% in Japan. The total budget for research works of science and technology in Japan in 2003 was 168 billion US dollars. In the universities 55% of research budget was used in basic research and only 8.5% in developmental project. On the contrary, in the research laboratory in industrial companies, only 6% of research budget was used in basic research and 75 % was used in the developmental projects.

  The tuition of universities is less in public compared with private universities, and therefore the entrance examination to public university is generally quite competitive. The standard levels of education in top-level private universities are, however, quite high, and many excellent students are also studying in private universities. The strengths of public university are full financial support from the government, low tuition and strong historical background that means that many important politicians, financial leaders, diplomats, Novel Prize laureates, researchers etc. were graduated from the prestigious public universities.

Weaknesses of public universities are that there is strong control by government, no flexibility of finance, less identity of university and less free arrangement of joint researches with private industries or enterprises.

  On the other hand, the strengths of private university are the strong identity of university, independent management from governmental control, strong alumni consciousness and free management of joint research works and education with industries and enterprises.

Weaknesses of private universities are weak financial support from government, higher tuition, three times more students than public universities and broad variety of the quality of students.

 The Japanese government has recently made a historical reform in 2004 that all national universities will be gradually transformed to financially independent universities from the governmental support and regulation, that is to become same universities as the current private universities. There is no traditional national university in Japan now, and the governmental support will decrease gradually in the coming years. This reform does not mean that the Japanese government has stopped to aid higher education in Japan. It will also support financially both public and private universities, and give more freedom in the management of university education and research in public universities and give more freedom to make joint researches with private industry. In 2004 the budget of joint research with public university and private industry has increased 2.3 times more than the previous year in public universities.

 In conclusion, there are 167 public (87 national, and 80 local governmental) and 542 private universities in Japan. Japanese population in 2004 was 127 million. There are 624 thousand students in national, 122 thousand in local governmental and 2062 thousand in private universities. Financial support from the Government in 2004 was 11.7 billion US dollars to 87 national and 3.1 billion to 542 private universities. Examples of national (Tokyo University) and private universities (Waseda University and Tokyo Women’s Medical University) were introduced. There were 284,000 researchers in 2003. The total budget of research for science and technology in 2003 was 168 billion US dollars. Government has decided to reform the system of national university to financially independent universities, similar to private universities in 2004, and the financial support from the government will decrease gradually, but free financial management without strong control from the government will increase in the coming years.
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