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In December 2004 Parliament of Georgia has passed a law to overhaul the country’s higher education system without a hitch. Three months later, however, the reforms designed to root out pervasive corruption in universities and institutes – a key target of Government's anti-corruption campaign -- are meeting with growing opposition. 

The reform campaign has so far proven an arduous process. The first reform bill, passed in December 2004 and signed into law this January, established national state admission exams for universities as a means of curtailing the corruption associated with the old entrance exams, which were administered and graded by the universities themselves. One recent government study found that at least $18 million per year was spent on private "tutors" for the exams, who also sat on the university admission boards. Under the new system, the 4,000 top-scoring students for the entrance exams will receive state-sponsored stipends to attend university – a considerable drop from previous years. 
Administrative changes have also been launched. In January 2005, President laid off all state university rectors, and stipulated that no one over the age of 65 would be allowed to hold that position. A power-sharing mechanism has also been introduced: students will hold 30 percent of the seats in university oversight bodies. 

Many University Buildings are in total disrepair, electricity and heating sporadic at best, and teachers often uncertified. The quality of education is not the outcome of corruption, but corruption is the outcome of the quality of education. 

