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THE INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRAQ: STEPS BY A PRIVATE UNIVERSITY TO CONSOLIDATE A COUNTRY

August 28th, 2005

On behalf of the Steering Committee of the Global Partnership for the International University of Iraq (GP-IUI), may I express our appreciation for this morning’s very productive and energizing discussion.  We are now considerably enlightened as to how – with Turkey, and especially with Turkish universities in partnership with Canada – we might proceed with our university-building project.

Please allow me to review a few of the salient points that were discussed:

1. An international university in Iraq will contribute to the integrity and strength of a united Iraq as it emerges from occupation.  The university would reflect the broad aspirations and needs of the nation as a whole, rising above regional, ethnic, or sectarian divisions.

2. The central campus of IUI will be located in Baghdad as soon as it is possible to do so.

3. Due to the present security situation in Iraq, and as an interim alternative, the possibility of bringing Iraqi students to IUI-administered programs or centres located at Turkish universities – and preferably at Bilkent University – will be considered.

4. A triangular relationship – between Turkey, Canada, and Iraq – will be the basis for the project’s genuinely global character, with each partner offering appropriate contributions at different stages of development, as will, in due course, other interested international partners.

5. As a Canadian non-profit entity, GP-IUI will be required to meet international standards of transparency and accountability in all aspects of this project.  Once the Iraqi constitution emerges, and the legal framework surrounding it is developed, we shall comply with that nation’s requirements, as well.

We have been greatly encouraged by the continued interest that will advance the IUI project.

Respectfully submitted

Donn Lovett

Public Relations Liaison for the Steering Committee

Email: donn@dlagency.com
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