The International University of Iraq

Steps by a Private University to Consolidate a Country

Tareq Ismael, University of Calgary, Canada

The Global Partnership for the International University of Iraq, while based in Canada, represents a response of international civil society to the degradation of systems of higher education throughout Iraq.  Four decades of repressive military rule reduced the universities to regime auxiliaries, without essential academic freedoms and isolated for the international learning community.  Sanctions and invasion have devastated what our Iraqi academic colleagues had managed to build in these extraordinarily adverse conditions.  IUI is envisioned as a private, non-profit university system, with its main campus in Baghdad, and additional campuses in both northern and southern Iraq that aims to assist Iraq rebuild higher education in active partnership with existing national universities.  IUI will be focused on post-graduate studies and research, with a small undergraduate component.  At every level, the university will be committed to inquiry-based-learning and research, emphasizing critical original thinking in ways that build on the rational and pragmatic strands in Iraqi cultural traditions, while meeting the highest international standards.  The university itself will be a model of democratic governance and all its programs will aim to help create a new generation of Iraqi leaders able to act on the national commitment to justice, development, and democracy.  Panelists, all members of the GP-IUI Steering Committee of international scholars, will discuss the IUI vision and planned programs, the means for their attainment and successes registered, remaining obstacles, and strategies to overcome them.  

The International University of Iraq is a response to the conditions of Iraq over the last four decades of dictatorship and military rule.  In which all universities became an arm of the regime and an extension of the political party.  Thus reducing the universities, mainly, to institutions of information retrieval with the least democratic practices.  The IUI experiment meant to remedy this phenomenon with a complete emphasis on the creation of young generation of Iraqis who will become the nucleus of the new leadership to rebuild the new Iraq.  The hope is to have this university oriented towards more democratic input from its clients, students and faculty, and interest if not focus on civil society and human rights.  The instruction is expected to be modelled after the liberal tradition although it will take into account the specificities of the Iraqi social and cultural milieu.
  

 

