GREETINGS FROM IHSAN DOGRAMACI

Honorary President of ICHE

Cracow, 20 July 2002

It is a great pleasure for me to greet you, the distinguished participants in the 16th International Conference on Higher Education.  It is a privilege for all of us to be attending the first I.C.H.E. meeting to be held in this beautiful country, and we are honored to be hosted by the Cracow University of Economics.

Under the able leadership of its talented and enthusiastic president Ignaz Bender, the I.C.H.E. has come a long way since it first convened in Ankara in 1980.  We have met on three continents, but it is not just the sites of our meetings that reflect our recognition of the changes in the world about us.  The topics of our meetings also show the effects of the evolving political scene.  The earlier topics featured comparisons of the varying schemes of university leadership and governance, funding and staffing, autonomy versus centralized control, in the countries of the participants.  Similarities and differences were noted.  Since 1997, however, the topics have approached the challenge of globalization more directly.  In Leicester we discussed how to manage global cooperation in higher education.  In Quingdao, China, the first I.C.H.E. meeting held in Asia, the topic was "Supply and Demand for Higher Education in a Market Economy", quite a new and vital topic for the host country and definitely a global theme.  In Prague we discussed "Comparability of Academic Qualifications", exploring ways to facilitate greater exchange of academics and students in this ever shrinking world.  In Maribor we considered ethics in research and teaching, and last year in Irbid we thought about the impact of higher education on the development of community and society, surely an ethical question too.  This year’s topic of data accessibility and protection, with the legal and ethical issues that they create, brings us into the arena of electronic communication and information, one of the most universal challenges to scholarship today.  In our age, computers and telecommunications make the collection, storage and access to huge volumes of data a very fast and easy process.  In the context of higher education, the collected and computer-stored data pertain to student academic records, personnel records, medical records, scientific data gathered in experiments, surveys or observations, as well as data on individual behavior patterns that can easily be captured while the data is in transit through the network components of the internet.  The latter type of data may be collected without the consent of the concerned people or institutions, while the former types of data are explicitly collected, stored, analyzed and used by authorized people.

Ethical issues relate to the value judgments and cultural characteristics of the individual and the particular society.  Although these ethical issues are many and varied, we know that the major four are privacy, accuracy, property, and accessibility.   We are fortunate to be able to hear the comments of our distinguished speakers at this year’s I.C.H.E.    Rather than mentioning all of them by name, I shall just welcome the first speaker today, Professor Joseph Weizenbaum of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a pioneer in artificial intelligence.

I.C.H.E. is anxious to keep abreast of developments and to be accessible worldwide, and in this connection I am glad to remind you that we have a web page which gives information about I.C.H.E., its Steering Committee, and its meetings.  We urge each of this year's speakers to turn in a diskette of their speech so that we can mount them on the web page and have them available for all interested readers.  

I want to congratulate our hosts, especially the honorable rector of the Cracow University of Economics Professor Sokolowski, for the splendid surroundings they have made available to us for this opening session and for the excellent arrangements of the conference itself.  I am confident that we will all go away from Cracow richer in culture, in friendships and in awareness of data accessibility, and I extend my very best wishes to all of you.



















