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Dear friends
It is indeed an honor and a pleasure for Yarmouk University to host this august gathering of illustrious guests for the fifteenth convention of the International Conference on Higher Education. We are indeed proud to have you with us in Irbid, and we are doubly proud that this convention is held this year in this lovely land of ours, Jordan. It is our sincere hope that you will soon discover that this is a land of hope and renewal, an oasis of peace and stability in a stormy Middle East. We are hopeful also that your visit will acquaint you with our people, even if casually. You will find this kind and generous people are blessed with a strong resolve to shape their destiny, and if need be to reach for the stars. The high and lofty ambitions of our people for the future is fueled by their awareness of the contributions they could make to their own welfare and to the welfare and prosperity of the region. And perhaps it is one of your objectives to move the venue of this conference around the globe, and to introduce your participants to the diverse cultures and traditions all over the world. If this is the case, and I am sure it is, then we bid you welcome to a land rich in history and steeped in tradition; a land full of the vigor and vitality of its people.

Your Royal Highness, Dear friends and guests,

The title of your conference is very befitting to its venue here in Irbid, Jordan. For this is truly a live demonstration of the impact of this university on its immediate vicinity, the town of Irbid, and on its wider circle, Jordan. Yarmouk was established 25 years ago, and Irbid was then no more than a quaint agrarian little town in the north of Jordan. Twenty five years later, Irbid is a teaming town, and its economy is vibrant and well diversified, and its people are engaged in agriculture, manufacturing, commerce, and many other business activities on a national and international scale. More importantly, the university has been a very effective instrument of social change and economic growth. And in this case, the domain of its impact has been national and even international. Ninety percent of its 60,000 graduates are scattered all over the country, and provide a significant proportion of the skilled manpower of Jordan's public offices and private establishments. The other ten percent of our graduates were non-Jordanians and hail from five continents. They provide linkages with other countries and other peoples.

In addition to the social, economic, and technical impact of our university, and its impact on human resource development, the intellectual impact has been truly profound and far-reaching. This is profound because the destiny of nations is governed by its intellectual underpinning. And the role of the university here is indeed unique and essential. Universities enrich the national and human intellect through the creative output of faculty, staff, and students. This is accomplished through documentation; preserving and sustaining intellectual achievements; setting targets and goals of social, economic, and political change; and ordering the priorities of change.

Your Royal Highness, Dear guests,

We are indebted to the esteemed steering Committee of ICHE for favoring Yarmouk to be this year's host for this convention. We are indebted even more to the illustrious keynote speakers who kindly consented to honor us with a timely and informative discourse for each session to set the stage for other related contributions and papers, and for the lively and informative discussion that would follow. Your attendance and your contributions touch us. We hope that we shall rise to your expectations, and that this convention shall be as productive and as informative as any of its predecessors. I wish to recognize our hosts last year at the University of Maribor in Slovenia for a well-organized conference. It is my sincere hope that we can match some of the kindness and generosity accorded to all the conferees last year.

Before closing, may I ask you to join me in a prayer for peace and stability in our region, so that reason may prevail where there is madness, and hope shall prevail where there is despair. It is time that we cast questions about the ethics of war and war making and about the ethics of domination and depriving other people from their God-given and inalienable rights for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We too in this part of the world hold these truths to be self-evident. History, my friends, is being made only a few kilometers to the west of us, so let us hope and pray that history shall not repeat itself, and that a second holocaust shall not be committed by the survivors of the first one. If that were allowed to happen, then the shame will touch us all, far and near, and none of us will be able to honestly and truly claim innocence.

Perhaps this is the prime mission of the university, to promote peace through reason, and to tutor future citizens in the culture of reason. Reason begets peace, and peace begets prosperity. This is our only hope for a better  future; and it is the only time proven prescription for social and economic development.

Once again, I extend a hearty welcome to each and every one of you. May this convention be a successful one, and may your stay with us be a memorable experience, and may your return to your homeland be a safe one. Thank you and God bless you. 
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